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Each honoree profiled in
the pages that follow
represents not only
personal excellence, but
the collective promise of a
generation ready to lead.
We invite you to meet the
20 in Their 20s.
Congratulations to all
nominees and honorees.

Welcome to SCCG
Management’s "20 in Their 20s"
recognition program: a
celebration of the brightest
young minds shaping the future
of the global gambling and
gaming industry.
This publication honors twenty
extraordinary individuals, all
under the age of thirty, who
have already demonstrated
remarkable vision, leadership,
and impact across gaming
advisory, technology,
operations, and regulation.

SCCG Management is proud to
spotlight the next generation of
industry leaders. These nominees
were selected through a rigorous
review process, evaluated on
professional achievement,
innovation, and their contribution to
the broader gaming ecosystem.
From emerging markets to
established jurisdictions, their work
is redefining what leadership looks
like in a rapidly evolving industry.

"The people who deserve this recognition are usually the last to ask for it.
This class is proof that talent doesn't wait for permission to lead."

— Stephen Crystal, Founder & CEO, SCCG Management
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20 in their 20's
Zander Patent
Associate Account Executive
Aristocrat Gaming

About Zander
Zander grew up in Chicago and graduated from Occidental College in
2024 with a degree in Politics. After beginning his career in payroll
sales, he entered the gaming industry with Aristocrat Gaming as a
Sales Cadet in August 2025, gaining broad exposure to the business
before earning a promotion to Associate Account Executive. Now
based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, he works closely with casino
properties throughout the South Florida market, building strong
customer relationships and selling Aristocrat's robust gaming
portfolio. Outside of work, he enjoys cooking, running, and exploring
his new home in South Florida.

Natalia Caruso 
Marketing and Events Lead
Gaming & Leisure

About Gaming & Leisure
Gaming & Leisure® (G&L) is a leading media and industry
organization dedicated to the gaming and hospitality sectors.
Through its magazine, events, podcasts, and executive
community, G&L connects industry leaders and provides
insight, education, and opportunities for collaboration.
Reaching professionals across more than 90 countries, G&L
brings together the people and ideas shaping the future of
gaming and hospitality.

About Natalia

Natalia Caruso is a Marketing and Events lead at Gaming & Leisure,
where she supports industry events, digital content, and executive
engagement across the gaming and hospitality space. A marketing
student at the University of Las Vegas, bringing fresh, next-
generation perspectives to an evolving industry. Her work blends
creative marketing with hands-on event operations and
relationship-building. Focusing on creating meaningful experiences
that connect people, brands, and the gaming community.

About Aristocrat Gaming
Aristocrat Gaming is a global leader in regulated land-based
casino gaming, delivering innovative games, hardware, systems,
and customer-focused solutions to operators worldwide.
Operating in more than 300 gaming jurisdictions, Aristocrat
Gaming combines creativity, technology, and deep industry
expertise to create engaging player experiences and advance
the future of casino gaming.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFn-EMScdE/VweKTrbetF25u0pxzmQVyQ/edit
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Cade Baumgardner
Senior Manager of Slot Operations
Park MGM

About Cade

Cade is a casino operations leader based in Las Vegas, currently
serving as Senior Manager of Slot Operations at Park MGM. He
brings progressive experience leading large scale slot operations
teams, including managers and guest service representatives. Cade
has had the opportunity to make an impact at multiple MGM Resorts
International properties, including New York-New York Hotel and
Casino, The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, and Park MGM. His focus
centers on operational efficiency, guest satisfaction, regulatory
compliance, and team development.

Sophie Paviour 
Product Manager, ANZ
Aristocrat Gaming
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About Sophie

Sophie has spent her entire career in the gaming and hospitality
industries, starting as a Gaming Attendant in Clubs and Hotels before
being selected for Aristocrat Gaming's Future Leaders Graduate
Program. Today, as Product Manager, ANZ, she works closely with
customers and cross-functionally with Sales, Studios, and Marketing
to use market insights and data to better understand operator and
player needs to shape the launch strategy for new products across
Australia and New Zealand.

About Park MGM
Park MGM is a distinctive resort on the Las Vegas Strip, offering a modern, smoke-
free take on the traditional casino experience. Operated by MGM Resorts
International, the property combines gaming, dining, entertainment, nightlife, and
hospitality, including Dolby Live and a diverse culinary lineup. With its focus on
design, guest experience, and entertainment, Park MGM brings a fresh perspective
to Las Vegas resort life.

About Aristocrat 
Aristocrat Gaming is a global leader in regulated land-based
casino gaming, delivering innovative games, hardware, systems,
and customer-focused solutions to operators worldwide.
Operating in more than 300 gaming jurisdictions, Aristocrat
Gaming combines creativity, technology, and deep industry
expertise to create engaging player experiences and advance
the future of casino gaming.
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Alexander Oles
Financial Analyst
Fontainebleau Las Vegas About Alexander

Alex Oles is a Las Vegas-based casino finance professional and entrepreneur
focused on the intersection of gaming, technology, and analytics. He serves as
a Financial Analyst in Casino Corporate Finance at Fontainebleau Las Vegas
and is the Founder & CEO of Cortiq, an AI startup developing real-time
analytics for casino table games. Drawing on experience across casino finance,
operations, and marketing, Alex is passionate about using data and emerging
technology to modernize casino decision-making.
A graduate of the UNLV Harrah College of Hospitality, Alex studied Hospitality
Management and Global Entrepreneurship. While at UNLV, he served as a Peer
Advisor and advocate for the College, mentoring students and supporting the
hospitality community. He was also awarded more than $10,000 in academic
scholarships and remains committed to supporting the next generation of
hospitality and gaming professionals.

About Fontainebleau Las Vegas
Fontainebleau Las Vegas is a luxury resort on the Las Vegas Strip,
combining sophisticated gaming, hospitality, dining, entertainment,
nightlife, and wellness. Featuring more than 3,600 rooms and suites
and a 150,000-square-foot casino, the property brings the iconic
Fontainebleau brand to Las Vegas with a focus on elevated design,
exceptional service, and memorable guest experiences.

Jackson Stoever
Associate Account Executive
Aristocrat Technologies, Inc.
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About Jackson

After graduating from the University of Nevada, Reno in 2022, Jackson
traveled throughout Australia before starting his career in the gaming
industry with an internship on Aristocrat's Sales team in Sydney. He
later joined Aristocrat's Operations team in Las Vegas, where he
supported corporate accounts before transitioning into his current role
on the Sales team as an Associate Account Executive. Having worked for
Aristocrat across two continents, he credits the people, along with his
passion for the product, as the best part of the job, and is excited to see
where the industry goes next. 

About Aristocrat Technologies 
Aristocrat Technologies designs, manufactures, and distributes
electronic gaming machines, casino management systems, and
digital gaming content, operating as a subsidiary of Aristocrat
Leisure Limited. Its business spans Aristocrat Gaming's slot machines
and management software, Pixel United's mobile social casino
games, and Aristocrat Interactive's online real-money gaming and
sports betting.





20 in their 20's

JC Baldacchino
Finance Associate
Altenar

About JC

JC Baldacchino is a Finance Associate at Altenar, a sportsbook
software provider in the sports betting industry. Throughout
her career, she has built broad, hands-on experience across
accounting and finance, from its day-to-day foundations to the
analytical and forward-looking work that supports business
decisions. This journey has shaped her into a versatile finance
professional who understands both the detail behind the
numbers and the wider story they tell. Curious and driven by
continuous growth, JC enjoys solving problems, finding smarter
ways of working and using financial insights to make a
meaningful impact.

About Altenar
Altenar is a leading B2B iGaming software provider specializing in
sportsbook technology and solutions for licensed operators. Founded in
2011, the company delivers flexible, scalable platforms across regulated
markets worldwide, combining innovative technology with localized
solutions and dedicated support. Altenar’s focus on partnership,
performance, and adaptability helps operators launch, grow, and
compete in an evolving global gaming landscape.

Daniel Kaplan
Associate Manager of Casino Operations
BetMGM
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About BetMGM
BetMGM is a leading sports betting and online gaming company,
combining MGM Resorts’ iconic brand with Entain’s technology and
expertise. The company offers sports betting, online casino, and
poker across regulated markets, delivering digital gaming
experiences built around technology, entertainment, and player
engagement. BetMGM continues to play a major role in shaping
the growth of online gaming in North America.

About Daniel

As Associate Manager of Casino Operations at BetMGM, Daniel
leads strategic partnerships with gaming suppliers and IP
owners, managing major IP initiatives from initial partnership
through launch. He plays a key role in BetMGM’s industry-leading
IP strategy, helping bring some of the biggest entertainment
brands and properties to the online casino space. Beyond IP,
Daniel oversees marketing initiatives, casino promotions and
other strategic operational projects designed to drive growth and
enhance the player experience. His work spans relationship
management, deal strategy, cross-functional execution, and
bringing high-profile initiatives from concept to market.



The Cafrino Gaming team is now bringing it’s
proprietary Gaming Technology Platform to
iCasinos worldwide.

With over 1.5 Million online players, this
technology has supported online gaming for
brands such as WWE, Hustler Casino Online,
SouthPoint Casino, CardPlayer Poker, and many
others. 

With a currency and brand agnostic approach,
this technology can support any type of casino,
from social free-to-play to RMG (Real Money
Gaming) where legally permitted.   

Cafrino's Gaming Products, with a
focus on Online Poker, U.S. based
Cafrino Gaming has been providing
Online Casino goers with tried & true
technology for over a decade.

CAFRINOGAMING.COM
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About Chellyanne
Chellyanne Cassar is Senior Live Casino Manager at Betsson Group, where she
oversees the commercial performance and operational management of the Group's
Live Casino product. Throughout her career, she has developed a strong focus on
people leadership, stakeholder management, and operational excellence, while
driving innovation aimed at continuously enhancing the player experience.
Chellyanne is passionate about the continued innovation of Live Casino and has
supported a number of unique initiatives, including industry-first branded Live
Casino and RNG experiences developed in collaboration with globally recognised
football clubs. She has also contributed to player engagement campaigns featuring
celebrity appearances and supported large-scale marketing activations across
stadium, television, and social media channels in collaboration with game providers.
In 2025, Chellyanne was recognised as Young Leader of the Year at the Women in
Gaming Diversity Awards.

Chellyanne Cassar
Senior Live Casino Manager
Betsson Group

About Bettson Group
Betsson Group is a global sports betting and online gaming operator with a
portfolio of leading brands, including Betsson, Betsafe, and NordicBet.
Founded in 1963, the company combines proprietary technology, data, and
local market expertise to deliver sportsbook, casino, and other digital
gaming experiences across regulated markets worldwide. With a focus on
customer experience, innovation, and responsible growth, Betsson continues
to shape the evolution of the global iGaming industry.

Rachel Mori-Beltran
Financial Analyst 
Aristocrat Gaming
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About Aristocrat Gaming 
Aristocrat Gaming is a global leader in regulated land-based
casino gaming, delivering innovative games, hardware, systems,
and customer-focused solutions to operators worldwide.
Operating in more than 300 gaming jurisdictions, Aristocrat
Gaming combines creativity, technology, and deep industry
expertise to create engaging player experiences and advance
the future of casino gaming.

About Rachel

JRachel is a Financial Analyst on the North America Commercial
Finance team at Aristocrat Gaming, where she supports financial
planning and data-driven business decision-making. She began her
journey with the company as a Finance Intern while pursuing her
BSBA in Finance at UNLV before joining Aristocrat full-time
through its Graduate program. Prior to her current role, she
worked in Global Supply Chain Demand Planning & Analytics,
supporting forecasting and business planning. Rachel is pursuing
an MBA with a focus in Information Systems at UNLV and holds a
leadership role within HOLA, Aristocrat's Latinx employee impact
group.





Israel Cervantes
Manager of Marketing Operations
Aristocrat Gaming

About Aristocrat
Aristocrat is a global leader in gaming technology and entertainment,
recognized for creating innovative slot machines, digital games, and
customer-driven solutions. With a commitment to creativity,
excellence, and responsible gaming, Aristocrat serves operators and
players worldwide by delivering cutting-edge experiences that set new
industry standards. The company’s mission is to bring joy to life
through the power of play, combining innovation, reliability, and a
forward-looking approach to gaming.

About Israel

Israel is Manager of Marketing Operations for Global Regulated
Marketing at Aristocrat. He entered the gaming industry from
the casino floor, helping launch and lead the Resort Ambassador
Program at The Cosmopolitan, overseeing a team of 30. He joined
Aristocrat in 2024 through its Graduate program and sits on the
Marketing Leadership Team as the first to hold the role,
translating strategy into the operational systems that power a
global marketing organization. He also serves on the leadership
team of EPIC, Aristocrat's LGBTQIA+ employee impact group, and
holds a BSBA in Human Resources from UNLV.
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About Claiborne

Claiborne Ford is a gaming industry professional at Circa Resort & Casino
in Las Vegas, where he is gaining hands-on experience in the casino
environment. A graduate of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
Claiborne has built his experience through internships and roles across
the hospitality and gaming industry, including a summer at Circa Resort
& Casino where he rotated through multiple departments with a focus
on gaming. His early career has given him exposure to the many moving
parts of casino operations while helping him build a strong network
within the industry. Claiborne is focused on continuing to learn from
those around him, expanding his experience, and building a long-term
career in gaming.

Claiborne Ford
Guest Service Representative
Circa Resort & Casino
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About Circa Resort & Casino
Circa Resort & Casino is a modern, adults-only resort in the heart of
Downtown Las Vegas, blending the energy and nostalgia of classic
Vegas with a contemporary experience. The property features a
two-level casino, world-class sportsbook, Stadium Swim, dining,
entertainment, and 777 rooms and suites. With its bold design and
focus on high-energy experiences, Circa is helping define a new era
for Downtown Las Vegas.
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About Corey

Corey is a Product Manager on the Gaming Operations team at Aristocrat,
responsible for developing strategies to successfully deploy new leased
games to the Class 3 market. His team works to ensure products are
launched effectively, perform strongly and sustain momentum on casino
floors nationwide. Corey's exposure to working with studios enables him to
be a leased portfolio product expert, allowing him to double as a trainer for
the sales team at tradeshows and customer events. His role at Aristocrat
allows him to leverage his strengths leading interdepartmental initiatives
that maintain and grow Aristocrat's strong lease footprint in the market.

Corey Kuramoto
Product Manager
Aristocrat Technologies, Inc.

Hannah Slattery
Project Manager
IGT
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About IGT
IGT is a global leader in gaming technology, delivering
innovative games, systems, and digital solutions to regulated
gaming operators worldwide. With a portfolio spanning casino
gaming, sports betting, and digital gaming, IGT combines
technology, player insights, and industry expertise to create
engaging experiences and help operators drive growth.

About Hannah

Hannah Slattery is a Project Manager at IGT, where she helps bring projects
from planning to execution within the global gaming technology company. A
graduate of UNLV’s Lee Business School, Hannah has built her career in the
gaming industry while developing experience in coordinating teams,
managing priorities, and navigating the complexities of a fast-moving
business. Her role gives her a unique perspective on the collaboration and
attention to detail required to turn ideas into successful outcomes. Hannah
is focused on continuing to grow as a project leader while contributing to the
innovation and advancement of the gaming industry.

Aristocrat Technologies, Inc.
About Aristocrat Technologies 
Aristocrat Technologies designs, manufactures, and distributes electronic
gaming machines, casino management systems, and digital gaming content,
operating as a subsidiary of Aristocrat Leisure Limited. Its business spans
Aristocrat Gaming's slot machines and management software, Pixel United's
mobile social casino games, and Aristocrat Interactive's online real-money
gaming and sports betting.
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About Peyton

Peyton Shaughnessy is an Account Executive at Bluberi, where she
works closely with clients and partners across the gaming
industry. With a background in marketing, digital strategy, and
customer engagement, Peyton brings a creative and relationship-
driven approach to her work. Her experience has given her insight
into how strong partnerships and effective communication can
help gaming companies grow. Peyton is focused on continuing to
build her expertise while finding new ways to contribute to the
continued evolution of the gaming industry.

About Benjamin

Ben Barbieri is a Strategic Account Manager at Circa Resort & Casino, where
he focuses on building relationships and driving strategic partnerships
within the gaming and hospitality industry. A graduate of Cornell
University’s Nolan School of Hotel Administration, Ben has developed a
diverse background across gaming and hospitality, with previous experience
at MGM Resorts International, Marriott International, and Accor. His
experience spans casino marketing, hotel operations, and customer
engagement, giving him a well-rounded perspective on the gaming and
hospitality landscape. Looking ahead, Ben is focused on growing strategic
relationships, creating new opportunities, and continuing to build his career
within the gaming industry.

 Peyton Shaughnessy
Account Executive
Bluberi

About Bluberi
Bluberi is a gaming technology company focused on
designing innovative slot machines and casino gaming
content for the casino industry. Known for its creative
game design and engaging player experiences, Bluberi
combines cutting-edge technology with a focus on quality
to deliver products that resonate with both operators and
players.

Benjamin Barbieri
Strategic Account Manager
Circa Resort & Casino
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About Circa Resort & Casino
Circa Resort & Casino is a modern, adults-only resort in the heart of
Downtown Las Vegas, blending the energy and nostalgia of classic
Vegas with a contemporary experience. The property features a
two-level casino, world-class sportsbook, Stadium Swim, dining,
entertainment, and 777 rooms and suites. With its bold design and
focus on high-energy experiences, Circa is helping define a new era
for Downtown Las Vegas.
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Lucy Kerr
Business Development Representative 
Betty

About Lucy 

Lucy is a Business Development Representative at Betty, where she
focuses on strategic growth, market expansion, and M&A within the
regulated gaming industry. Her work includes evaluating
acquisition opportunities and developing partnerships that expand
Betty’s footprint. Lucy is passionate about creating meaningful
change and pursuing growth that extends beyond the business,
including Betty’s recent expansion into charitable gaming. Looking
ahead, Lucy is focused on identifying new opportunities that drive
growth, innovation, and positive impact across the gaming industry.

About Betty
Betty is an online gaming operator focused on creating a simple, player-
friendly experience for slot enthusiasts. Offering thousands of games,
rewards, and fast withdrawals, Betty combines technology with a strong
focus on customer experience and responsible gaming. In Ontario, Betty
also supports local communities through its charitable gaming model,
connecting online gaming revenue with funding for charities across the
province.

Nicholas Wagner
Casino Marketing Manager
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
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About The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas is a luxury resort and casino on the Las
Vegas Strip known for its modern design, residential-style
accommodations, and private terraces with sweeping city views. The
property offers a 100,000-square-foot casino alongside acclaimed dining,
nightlife, entertainment, pools, and wellness experiences. Now part of
MGM Resorts, The Cosmopolitan continues to bring a distinctive,
contemporary energy to the Las Vegas Strip.

About Nicholas 

Nick is the Casino Marketing Manager at The Cosmopolitan of
Las Vegas, where he supports casino marketing strategy,
reporting, financial analysis, and a high-performing casino
host team. A graduate of Penn State’s School of Hospitality
Management, Nick began his Las Vegas career through MGM
Resorts’ Management Associate Program and has since
played a role in The Cosmopolitan’s integration into the MGM
Rewards family.





Kovel Williams 
Casino Host Services Specialist,
MGM Resorts International

About Kovel

Kovel is a hospitality professional with experience across casino
marketing, guest services, hotel operations, and gaming in the Las
Vegas market. Currently a Casino Host Services Specialist at
Bellagio Las Vegas, Kovel supports Casino Marketing operations
and delivers exceptional service to VIP guests and casino patrons. A
UNLV graduate with a degree in Hospitality Management, Kovel is
focused on continuing to grow within casino marketing and
pursuing a leadership career in the global hospitality industry.

About MGM Resorts International
MGM Resorts International is a global hospitality and
entertainment company operating world-class resorts, casinos,
hotels, dining, and entertainment destinations. With a strong
presence in Las Vegas and other major markets, MGM Resorts
delivers premier experiences through its diverse portfolio of
iconic properties and brands.
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Mateusz Mazur
Head of US, iGaming Express

About Mateusz

Mateusz Mazur covers what regulators do, and what operators do
about it. He started out in sports journalism and has spent the last
five years in gaming, now as Head of US at iGaming Express,
reporting on betting regulation and market structure in the United
States, the UK, and continental Europe. He works mainly from
regulator filings, court dockets, and operator earnings. He holds a
master's degree in business psychology with a specialization in
marketing, which shows in how he reads operator strategy and
promotional mechanics. He is based in Malta and works in English
and Polish.

About iGaming Express
iGaming Express is an international news and analysis portal
covering online gambling and sports betting. It reports on
regulation, operator strategy, and market data across the
United States, the United Kingdom, and Europe.
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	Peyton Shaughnessy
	Account Executive
	Bluberi
	About Peyton
	About Bluberi
	Bluberi is a gaming technology company focused on designing innovative slot machines and casino gaming content for the casino industry. Known for its creative game design and engaging player experiences, Bluberi combines cutting-edge technology with a focus on quality to deliver products that resonate with both operators and players.

	Benjamin Barbieri
	Strategic Account Manager
	Circa Resort & Casino
	About Benjamin
	About Circa Resort & Casino
	Circa Resort & Casino is a modern, adults-only resort in the heart of Downtown Las Vegas, blending the energy and nostalgia of classic Vegas with a contemporary experience. The property features a two-level casino, world-class sportsbook, Stadium Swim, dining, entertainment, and 777 rooms and suites. With its bold design and focus on high-energy experiences, Circa is helping define a new era for Downtown Las Vegas.
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	Lucy Kerr
	Business Development Representative
	Betty
	About Lucy
	About Betty
	Betty is an online gaming operator focused on creating a simple, player-friendly experience for slot enthusiasts. Offering thousands of games, rewards, and fast withdrawals, Betty combines technology with a strong focus on customer experience and responsible gaming. In Ontario, Betty also supports local communities through its charitable gaming model, connecting online gaming revenue with funding for charities across the province.

	Nicholas Wagner
	Casino Marketing Manager
	The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
	About Nicholas
	Nick is the Casino Marketing Manager at The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, where he supports casino marketing strategy, reporting, financial analysis, and a high-performing casino host team. A graduate of Penn State’s School of Hospitality Management, Nick began his Las Vegas career through MGM Resorts’ Management Associate Program and has since played a role in The Cosmopolitan’s integration into the MGM Rewards family.

	About The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
	The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas is a luxury resort and casino on the Las Vegas Strip known for its modern design, residential-style accommodations, and private terraces with sweeping city views. The property offers a 100,000-square-foot casino alongside acclaimed dining, nightlife, entertainment, pools, and wellness experiences. Now part of MGM Resorts, The Cosmopolitan continues to bring a distinctive, contemporary energy to the Las Vegas Strip.
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	Mateusz Mazur
	Head of US, iGaming Express
	About Mateusz
	About iGaming Express
	iGaming Express is an international news and analysis portal covering online gambling and sports betting. It reports on regulation, operator strategy, and market data across the United States, the United Kingdom, and Europe.

	Kovel Williams
	Casino Host Services Specialist, MGM Resorts International
	About Kovel
	About MGM Resorts International
	MGM Resorts International is a global hospitality and entertainment company operating world-class resorts, casinos, hotels, dining, and entertainment destinations. With a strong presence in Las Vegas and other major markets, MGM Resorts delivers premier experiences through its diverse portfolio of iconic properties and brands.
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